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AIQ:S-il'{} I-Ji\ViG Al'rON Pr{OGBA l\{ -POLICY

I. At]TIIORI'I'Y:

a. RA 5173 as iutrendcd, krtou'n'.ts the Phiiippine Coast Cuard Law.

b. PCG-DOTC fu{r:nrorundur:'r of Agrcertrcnt drlted 5 June 1990,

2. P{litP0SIil

This Nk'rnoranclunr Circular prclvitles gr-ritlelines in the. establishnrertt of airis to navigation
in the Philippines

3. SCOPE:

.l'his 
hlenroranclurrr Circ:uhr allplies to all tylics of aid.s to nayigution in tl,tr Plrilippines.

,{
,t. DtiFINITtOj\ ()tr,l"Elil\tS:

a. Lids to Nlvigirticn - visuiil, lccnrstical or nrclio devic:es suc:lr its ii1$ithrrrises, buoy, rilcllr
rel'lecrors, tbg sigrurl stations, rudio Lrelcon starions. or facilitie:l like vessei traific scrvice (VI"S)
systems anrl tral'iic sepilratiorl sc:hen:es (TS,S) 1'.r11!g'|1 by nrear:s o1'light. shitpe. color, sourtcJ and
clectric wave, inlbmr vessels of the necess;rry inlbnnirtiorr (position of the vesse.l, lunrkirrg of
destinrtion, hnzard, flou, oi'traf iic, etc.) to assist the safe lind eftsv nroventent of ships.

tr. [,ighthou.se - a fixed lighted iricl to nuvii:lrtion (:onstnrcte(l on-shore eitlrcr ur]tended or tcnril:tl
by l pemraneni personnci lssigr:ed lrrd housed on site.

i. Ileacon - a fixeii lricl to navigation consiruct(1d ot'f--s;liore r"vith no permlncnt pcrsonrtel assigu*:ri
to tend: a beac:on nril),oi may not be lighted. :

il. lluoy - a lloating nrur[.':er unc:hored in a fi.xecl positiorr to incliclte chlnrtels, rocks, b:lrs, or other
haziircls to nl*,iglttit'lrt; a bircrv lniry r)l' lrot lte liglrted.
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e. Vessel Tri;ffic Servlq:e (VTS) System - a regulatory and control service designed to
improve safety and efficiencl, sp vessel traffic flow in harbors or restricted waterways tliat have
heavy volume of vessel movenleltt.

f. Traffic Sepirratioil Schenle - a sy$tematic guide drawn on a navigational chart indicating
imaginary lanes designed to give Master of ships specific lanes and directions.to follow for safe
navigation in restricted waterways.

g. I'{avigational Chart - a mirp that provides information relevant to navigation at sea, including
water depths, natllre of the sea bottom, coastal topography, identification and position of
navigational aids and conspicrrous landnrarks, etc.

h. ltestricted l\htcrrvaS' - a liver, canal, or otiier constrictecl navigational passages where
movement of ship is linriteci.

i. Ilarbor - a sheltered body of water rvhere ships settle down to load or unload cargoes, or for
other purposes.

i. Lighthouseliec;lcr or lightkecper - Personnel asslgnecl to tencl the light station equipment
and civil srructure fbr continuous operat,ion.

5. Atrt}S TO NAVIGA'|TON BOARD:

a. The National llolrd for Aids to Navigation (it{ABAN) shall be created and will be composed of:

Deputy Coutnraiidirnt, PCG - Chaimran

Conrmancler, Aid.s to Navigation Conrmand - Vice Chairman

AC of S, for Naviglrriorral Safety, CG-10 - Member

PN represeniative - N,{eurber

DOTC replesentttirre - I\4enrber

MARINA repl'csenrltive - Menrber

PPA represenr;rtive - Menrber

Director, Consr linclCeocletic Survey, NAMRIA - Member

National Auxilirrry Corrlrrodore, Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary - Member

"- CISO reprLrscntative - i\4ernber

gFFAP repre sentxtive - It4enrber

b. At the Coast Cuitrcl Disu"ict level, a l)istrict Board for Aids to'Navigation @IBAN)"will also be
createdatallColistCrurrdl)istrictstobecomposedof: :\i' ''

District Cornrnirnder - Cliairtrarr

Deputy Disrrict Crlnirnirncler - Vice Chair:nan
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Disu'ict Aids to Nevigarion Officer (DANO) - Member

PPA representative - Member

CISO representative - Member

FFAP representative - Member

Disrrict Coast Cuard Atrxiliary Conrrlodore - Member

Naval District representative - Member

Harbor Pilot Association representative - Member

c. The membership _composition of the NABAN and the DIBAN shall be designatecl upon rhe
recommendation of the respective Chairman and approval of the Commandant, PCG. The heads
of offices of the age ncies or sectors concerned shall nominate their respective representative,,who
shall serve until iluly replacecl.

. d. HPCG and District Oiders rvill be published covering memberships in the NABAN and the
DIBAN, respectively.

FT]NCTIONS:

a. National lloard for Aids to Navigation:

(1) Revierv the country's licls to navigatioi.l situation, inciuding accuracy of navigational
charts, on at least a quarterly basis.

(2) Evaluate the necessity of establishing new aids to navigation structures, or deactivating
existing ones in specitic areas within the country upon recolrrmendation by the DIBAN,

(3) Deternrine the need for establishment and operation of Vessel Traffic Service (VTS)
systems and Traffic Separation Schemes fiSS) in specific harbors and restricterl
waterwitys in consultation r.vith or as may be recommended by the cognizant DIBAN.

(4) Formulate plans and coresponding yearly programs for the development of aids to
rtavigation facilities nationwide and subnrit same for approval of the Commandant, PCG
and the Secretary of Transportation and Conrmunicationi.

(5) Fonnulate policies and approve the bLrdget and expenditures of the Light Dues Fund.

t). District Board of Aids to Navigation:

(1) Continualll,review and evaluate the stiltus of existing aids to navigation faciliries within
the PCG District area of responsibility and recomniend to highei authorities thru the
NABAN appropriate acrion s tlierero.

(2) Identify specific aids to navigation structures and facilities, including VTS and TSS
needed rvithin the PCG District, and fon-nulate corresponding development programs for
integration in the NABAN national program.

(3) Oversee the implementation of aicls to navigation clevelopnrent projects in the PCG
Disu-ict.
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7. GT]IDIII,INI]S:

a. The Assistant Chief of Coast Guard Staff for Navigational Safety, CG-10 is not relieved of his
responsibility to act as the primary officer to monitor, plan for and administer aids to navigation.
In this regard, he shall see to it that this Ir{ernorandum Circular is cornplied with.

b. The District Aids to Navigation Officer (DANO) shlll continuonsly maintain a District Aids to
Navigation Plan. He shall be assisted by the Station Commanders, who shall be the originators of
programs to be undertaken in their respective jurisclictions.

c. The Coast Guard District staff shall compile records of the foliowing for use of the District
Board:

(1) List of navigation acciclents in AOR;

(2) Accitlent prone Rreas and routes;

(3) Recluests for establishnrent aicls to navigatio'n (individual Masters/Patrons/ship
Captains/Pilots as rvell as rerllrests from naval nnits, politicians and local officials).

d. Insofar as practicable, tlie tbllowing criteria must be applied in establishing a light station:

(1) The volume of traf i'ic mrrst be flt least fifty (50) watercraft plying rvithin the locality;

(2) The lot where the LFI r.vili be constructecl must be donated in favor of the government,
unless a government site is available; and

(3) A Memorandum of Ag'eement between the PCG and local officials concerned will be
. executed to define each other's responsibility regiuding the ner.vly established aids to

navigation.

e: Appropriate SOPs shall be published relevant to National and District Boards procedures
consistent with this policy.

B. RECTSSION EI,ATJSE:

Memorandum Circular No 04-90 dated 28 June 1990 and circulars and policies inconsistent with
this Memorandum Circuliu are hereby rescincled.

9. EFFECTIVITY:

This Memorandunr Circular shall take effect upon publicarion.

AUTHEilTIEAIED bY:

T PARDILLA
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